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Haniwa clay figures from the Tonozuka and Himezuka kofun tumuli—commemorating their designation as an
Important Cultural Property.

Shibayama Haniwa Story—Connecting ancient spirits to the future

History is not only about the past. Our Kofun tumuli and haniwa figures that were fashioned in Shibayama
carry precious messages from ancient times. It is for us to receive them and carry them forward into the future.
Unearthed in 1956 through the collective efforts of the local community, these haniwa figures emerged after
centuries of slumber. Their designation as Important Cultural Properties in 2024 reminded us anew of the
profound and unbroken history they embody. The connection between the town and its haniwa figures is
presented from four perspectives: our town’s haniwas as an Important Cultural Property, thinking about our
origins, the fascinating characteristics of haniwa, and carrying their legacy into the future. A new chapter of the
Shibayamla Haniwa Story is now opening.
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